
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND CONSERVATION 

   
  

 
GREG GIANFORTE, GOVERNOR 1539 ELEVENTH AVENUE 

STATE OF MONTANA 
DIRECTOR'S OFFICE: (406) 444-2074 PO BOX 201601 
FAX: (406) 444-2684 HELENA, MONTANA  59620-1601 

 

 
 
 
 
 

DECISION NOTICE 
ADOPTION OF EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

 
Water Main Replacements 

Spring 2021 
City of Missoula 

Missoula 
Missoula County 

 
Existing Environmental Review Document: Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s 

Categorical Exclusions for each main replacement 
 

Type and Purpose of Action 
 
The City of Missoula water main distribution piping is becoming increasingly outdated and 
experiencing significant leakage. The main distribution piping is comprised of different pipe 
materials from eras dating back to the 1910s, including galvanized steel, thin-walled invasion steel, 
cast iron, and kalmein. 
 
The City of Missoula would like to reduce the amount of unbilled water by replacing aging and 
leaking water mains. In the 2018 City of Missoula Water System Master Plan, water mains were 
ranked based on several criteria that represented the likelihood and consequence of failure, 
including: number and location of leaks, pipe type, pipe age, pipe size, soil conditions, and 
community impacts. The Water System Master Plan suggests a target of more than three (3) miles 
of water main rehabilitation or replacement annually for a system replacement cycle of about 100 
years. 
 
The City of Missoula has identified twelve priority water main replacement projects to be 
completed in the near-term future to reduce system leakage and increase system reliability. These 
projects are: Cooper Street Alley Water Main Replacement (Hawthorne to Burns); Shakespeare 
Water Main Replacement; Mount Avenue Water Main Replacement; 14th Street Water Main 
Replacement; Broadway Water Main Replacement (May to Front); N 5 th and 6th Street West Water 
Main Replacement; North 2nd St - East Orange Water Main Improvements; Main Street - Higgins to 
Pattee Water Main Replacement; S 3rd Street Water Main Replacement; These projects account for 
the replacement of approximately  12,000 linear feet of priority replacement water mains. 
 
The expected construction start of these replacements will be Spring 2022. 
 
Explanation of the decision(s) that must be made regarding the proposed action (i.e. 
approve grant or loan and provide funding):  
 
DNRC will approve the loan to provide funding for the City of Missoula Water Main Replacement 
project. 
 
Criteria for Adopting Existing Environmental Review 
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☒The existing environmental review covers an action paralleling or closely related to the proposed 
action. 
☒The information in the existing environmental review is accurate and clearly presented. 
☒The information in the existing environmental review is applicable to the action being 
considered. 
☒All appropriate Agencies were consulted during preparation of the existing environmental 
review. 
☒Alternatives to the proposed action evaluated as part of the existing environmental review effort. 
☒The impacts of the proposed action been accurately identified as part of the existing 
environmental review. 
☒The existing environmental review identifies any significant impacts as a result of the proposed 
action and those identified will they be mitigated below the level of significance. 
 
Adopt 
The existing environmental review can be considered sufficient to satisfy DNRC’s MEPA review 
responsibilities. No further analysis needed. 
 

Existing 
Analysis 

Prepared By: 

Name: Demitra Blythe Date: 11/2/2021 
Title: 
Email: 

CARD Division MEPA Coordinator 
Demitra.Blythe@mt.gov 

 

 

Approved By: 
Name: Mark Bostrom 
Title: CARD Division Administrator 

Signature:  Date:  
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